
Dear Conservancy Members,

Well, it certainly has been an interesting year! But spring’s eternal 
hope is that things are about to change, and we are on the mend!  
With the weather getting warmer, the sun shining brighter, the 
symphony of bird calls looking to impress their mates, and a vaccine symphony of bird calls looking to impress their mates, and a vaccine 
being distributed throughout the country, I am optimistic that 2021 
will be much better!

Obviously, our activity was greatly curtailed in 2020. We were not 
able to host any educational programs due to COVID concerns.  
The upside to this is that we have programs “waiting in the wings” 
for 2021. Some of these topics include a mushroom walk, saltwater for 2021. Some of these topics include a mushroom walk, saltwater 
intrusion, spring bird walk, MOTUS presentation, Sea Turtles, bees, 
reptiles, living beach, pollinator gardens and maybe a few more.

WWe are going to get things started with an outdoor activity. Right now, 
we are looking to set dates for a bird walk.  Chase Allen already did 
his mushroom walk, something that we will get him to do again as it 
was very popular.  I will lead the bird walk in April or May. Watch for 
notifications about dates for these and all our presentations as things 
start to loosen up.

Our annual spring beach sweep is already set forOur annual spring beach sweep is already set for April 10th. If partici-
pation in our fall beach sweep is any indication, we anticipate a “full 
house.” As many of you know, we all meet at a few locations on our 
island. By the end of the sweep, we will have picked up many tons of 
garbage. We are always amazed at how much stuff we pick up from a 
beach that we all view as “pristine.” I hope you can join us on the 
10th.

We had two new additions to our board this year. Jeff Garwood is a 
Haig Point resident who ran General Electric’s water division for 
many years. He is currently working alongside Paul Vogel, getting 
up to speed on our island’s water usage and the eventual saltwater 
intrusion into our water supply (hopefully many, many years down 
the road).  

Karen RaKaren Rafferty is a full-time resident in Melrose. She and her husband 
George moved to Melrose a few years ago. Karen will be working 
with Eileen, keeping out membership up to date. She fits right in with 
our group.

Chase Allen is invigorated and committed to updating and revamping 
our website.

Cathy Andrews has a full list of educational programs ready to go 
after we are COVID cleared.

As always, Eileen Pojednic is the engine that keeps us going. She 
says that she would like to retire someday. We will resist this, of 
course, but she is “training” Karen to take over for her!

CarlCarl Walter, while not on our board, has taken over for Rich Silver as 
our treasurer. He and Rich are overlapping, and Carl has quickly 
gotten up to speed. I enclose a short report from him, also.

Chris James has agreed to stay on as a non-board member secretary.

WWe owe many thanks to Nancy Hunter, who has recently revamped 
and updated our Adopt-A-Road program. It really had become outdat-
ed in that many of the cleanup volunteers had moved away. She put 
out the word that we needed help and we now have the island roads 
and beaches completely covered. I have plenty of “grabbers” at my 
barn if anyone needs one. Keeping our roads clean is especially im-
portant as we approach the busy season!

The MOTUS tower that we financed and erected last year is up and 
operational at Melrose. We are gathering data from tagged birds from 
all over the western hemisphere. Our tower is part of a network of 
five others. This network of towers covers the coastal flyway from 
I-95 to twenty miles out in the ocean. So, any tagged bird that flies 
through this territory gets recorded. Some of the birds which have 
been recorded include Ruby Throated Hummingbirds, Painted 
Buntings, Red Knots, and various birds of preBuntings, Red Knots, and various birds of prey.

Recently Len Pojednic donated his hand-made wooden kayak to 
The Conservancy. Any of you who have seen it would agree that 
it is really a thing of beauty. Len spent about one hundred hours 
building it. We will probably auction it off in 2021. It is at the Wine 
and Woodworks shop if anyone is interested in looking at it. More 
to come on this as we figure out a game plan.

WWell, that’s about it for now. Here’s hoping 2021 will be everything 
we hope it will be!

Mike Loftus - President
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